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From the Union
How time flies
!!
It seems like ju
st yesterday a n
ew year and a n
ew semester w
ere beginning.
 Yet here 
we are, the poi
nty end of the s
emester round
ing on us with 
exceptional pa
ce. Whilst 
we may all cri
nge with fear a
t the thought o
f the exam per
iod fast approa
ching, it 
nonetheless m
eans we move 
one step closer
 to the much lo
ved mid-year b
reak. 
Speaking of ex
ams, I would 
like to take th
is opportunity
 to remind ev
eryone of 
some changes
 the University
 has made to e
xams and the 
requirement fo
r ID as I 
am afraid ther
e will be mass 
confusion com
e exam time. Y
ou will be refu
sed entry 
to an exam if 
you cannot sh
ow a current U
Q student ID 
card. For sem
ester one 
exams onward
s, you must sh
ow a current U
Q student ID 
card before yo
u will be 
allowed into th
e exam room. 
If you cannot 
show a studen
t ID card, you
 will need 
to go to a stu
dent centre to
 have your ph
otographic im
age printed or
 proof of 
your identifica
tion confirme
d. You will be
 allowed to en
ter the exam r
oom after 
showing the p
roof of identifi
cation docume
ntation to the 
exam supervis
or.
As the semes
ter rolls on, h
ere at the Un
ion things are
 only getting 
busier as 
we continue 
to deliver ou
r election pro
mises. Plans 
for the renov
ation and 
redevelopmen
t of the main
 refectory are
 nearly finalis
ed. If all goes
 according 
to plan, we ex
pect work to c
ommence dur
ing the mid-y
ear break. Sim
ilarly, our 
promise to del
iver a Student 
Support Centr
e is moving fo
rward, with pl
ans drawn 
and a site sele
cted. All this 
shapes in mak
ing semester t
wo a very exc
iting time 
indeed.
Many readers 
of this magazi
ne would be a
ware of the Stu
dent Services 
Amenities 
currently bein
g proposed by
 the Rudd gov
ernment. We 
can expect in 
the very 
near future for
 this legislatio
n to be bough
t before the Se
nate where its
 success is 
by no means a
ssured. I want 
to assure all th
e students that
 the UQ Union
 does not 
support this u
nfair, inequita
ble tax to stud
ents. For us, it
 seems absurd
 to charge 
students $250 
for services th
at the Universi
ty and Union a
lready provide
s and that 
students may 
never even use
. However, it i
s not too late t
o have your vo
ice heard 
on this issue. 
Join the fight 
today and sto
p the governm
ent stealing yo
ur hard-
earned money
 by visiting w
ww.stopstuden
tfees.com and
 signing the p
etition to 
stop compulso
ry fees.
Brandon Carte
r
Union Preside
nt
president.unio
n@uq.edu.au
From the Editors.
Dearest Reader,
Here we are again at the beginning of new issue of 
Semper. Hopefully what follows will make you think, 
laugh, cry and become incredibly attracted towards 
the editorial team. We continue to do our best to 
improve this magazine for students.
The changes we have made in providing more free 
stuff and music reviews have been due to feedback 
we have received from other students. If there is 
something you would like to see in the magazine, 
please let us know. Be it classifieds for share 
housing, student surveys or hard-core pterodactyl 
pornography; we will take it under consideration.
Aside from content suggestions, Semper still 
desperately needs writers to provide the substance of 
what is the coolest student run university magazine 
in South-East Queensland (it may also be the 
only one). Writing for Semper is easy as we accept 
submissions as little as fifty words and if you contact 
us we may be able to give you pre-realease tickets to 
movies or concerts for review.
That’s it from us this time around.
Looking forward to reading the thoughts of our 
fellow students.
John Horsburgh on behalf of the Editors
semper.union@uq.edu.au
I WANT YOU
FOR SEMPER
TO WRITE OR THINK OF ORIGINAL
CANNIBALISATIONS OF GRAPHICS
semper.union@uq.edu.au
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Defaming Religion
speech.
When you throw open the prospect of defamation 
laws you are very well jeopardising the ability for those 
concerns to be addressed, because the line between 
insult and scathing but nonetheless justifiable criticism 
is a thin and often arbitrary one. Note however, the 
difference between wanting to bring about change 
for the suffering women in these particular situations 
and gratuitously saying ‘all Muslims are human rights 
abusers’.
It’s important not to forget the real people being 
discussed.  For all the shortcomings of various 
governments and the atrocities committed in the name 
of religion, this is not representative of many believers. 
And when you look at the resolution in the frame of 
protecting that moderate majority from having to 
endure vilification and misrepresentation in nations like 
Australia, then no, it’s not such a laughable idea. 
Whilst the principles of defamation may work perfectly 
well in the context of corporations and institutions, the 
argument is less convincing when you view religion 
from the perspective of the individuals who believe in 
it. The law (surprise) does not cater for the emotional 
harm associated with having an individual’s very way 
of life and entire set of moral values 
slandered. People after all, choose to believe not because 
they have reached the outcome after enduring some 
economically rational decision-making process open 
to correction in the same way businesses make policy 
decisions, but because they have faith. Wrapping these 
individuals up in cotton wool, however, could be 
patronising when society sees no need to protect other 
individuals and their secular but nevertheless personal 
and deeply held beliefs.
You can’t change society with rules, and that, I’d like 
to think, is the true reason we should protect the right 
to freedom of speech on religious subjects in liberal 
democracies. With our right to say whatever we want 
about abortion/gay rights/women’s rights and to accuse 
those who disagree as narrow-minded and oppressive 
also comes the right of others to think those things 
are a crime/
abomination/
sacrilegious 
and likewise 
voice their 
opinion. 
It’s only by 
having all 
those ideas 
out there, 
no matter 
how much you 
disagree, that society and individuals can decide what 
they believe. The things we consider as universal moral 
truths now are not universal because the government, 
or even the Bible said so, but because individuals in 
society, backed by whatever belief it is they hold, have 
overwhelmingly decided they should be so.
Legislation won’t stop some people from being 
homophobic, or thinking all Muslims are extremists. 
What might work however, or at least convince the 
people whose minds can still change, is for that battle 
of ideas to be fought and won. For those likewise armed 
with free speech to respond when others accuse all 
of Islam of being responsible for September 11 and 
for people to stand up when faced with intolerance 
and bigotry, as the delegates of the UN conference on 
racism did by walking out in response to Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad’s vilification of Israel in April of this year. 
A change of public opinion any other way won’t work – 
either because the legislation will only serve to martyr 
and legitimize those with extreme opinions, or simply 
because you can never know whether public opinion 
has actually changed. In a democracy, you can’t pass 
social policy and justify it on grounds of societal 
expectations when you have silenced what could very 
well be the true nature of those expectations.
To conclude in manner so sappy I will be forced to 
retire home and club some baby seals –
When I asked a friend of mine why he didn’t think we 
should have defamation laws to protect people from the 
senseless abuse you see in some publications, he said it 
was because he believed in people’s ability to reach the 
right conclusion. I just hope he isn’t wrong.
In March of this year, a United Nations forum passed a 
resolution condemning ‘defamation of religion’ despite 
concerns that it would be used to curb free speech 
on legitimate topics. The UN Human Rights Council 
adopted the non-binding text, proposed by Pakistan on 
behalf of Islamic states, with a vote of 23 states in favour 
and 11 against, with 13 abstentions.
‘Defamation of religious is a serious affront to human 
dignity leading to a restriction on the freedom of their 
adherents and incitement to religious violence,’ the 
adopted text read, adding that ‘Islam is frequently and 
wrongly associated with human rights violations and 
terrorism.’
After reading an article that proclaimed to bring the 
voice of reason to this debate, and then proceeded to 
say such wonderfully objective, nonjudgmental things 
insinuating all Muslims condoned public beheadings 
and dismissing the suggestion that there may exist anti-
Islamic sentiment as a bludgeon of moral blackmail; I 
began to see what the Islamic states may be on about. 
Now I, like the vast majority of libertarians out there, 
don’t think that this resolution should have been 
passed. But nonetheless, I also I don’t think it’s as easily 
dismissible an 
issue as some 
of the fine 
defenders of 
free speech 
seem to think 
- especially in 
Australia. 
Criticism is 
necessary to 
ensure rights 
are protected 
and the 
truth is not 
suppressed, 
which is 
the reason we’re supposed to be fighting so hard for 
freedom of speech in the first place. However, it’s sad to 
see so many people out there using the phrase like some 
almighty disclaimer that will justify, even privilege, any 
insensitive remark they feel like shouting to the void. 
In a multicultural society where a man who has spent 
all his life believing in small government and personal 
autonomy could very well find himself living next door 
to man who believes that the Church should be the 
State and that families should respect strict gender roles, 
there was always going to be a clash of ideas. And yes, 
I think the author of that article was perfectly right in 
saying that we should be able to criticize some religions’ 
unwillingness to respect women’s rights and the like, 
but that’s precisely the point. Freedom of speech should 
be used as a means to work towards some foreseeable 
good, as opposed to an avenue for open slather. It’s an 
ideological battlefield, and that’s the way we want it; 
but you also never go into battle for the sole purpose 
of hurting the other side. Even the craziest of crazies at 
least had the self-serving purpose of wanting to rule the 
world. 
As the representative for Canada stated, the law of 
defamation exists to protect individuals, not groups.  
This is because any kind of censorship must inevitably 
require a delicate balance to be struck between the right 
to comment and the right of people to not be harmed 
by those comments. Groups, the policy consideration 
goes, are theoretically able to rally together and defend 
themselves, while individuals cannot necessarily do so, 
which is why the law will intervene in the latter case. 
This argument certainly works when you view religion 
as an institution. After all, how many times has the 
Catholic Church withstood criticism and censure? 
Many of the traditional and literal interpretations 
of religion today have a lot to answer for, and it’s 
imperative that practices, such as the stoning of women 
who have been accused of adultery and honour killings 
are not allowed to be silently condoned in the name 
of anti-discrimination and sensitivity. For the sake of 
these women alone you cannot infringe on freedom of 
Defaming Religion?
an analysis  of the UN Human Rights Council’s resolution on the 
defamation of religion
Distr.
GENERAL
S/RES/1213 (1998)
3 December 1998
Report
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I had the pleasure of having a very badly connected phone interview with Glen Edmund of The 
Butterfly Effect to find out more about the band 
before their Australian tour in July.
Now I’ll start with the obvious: how did you get 
together? 
 
Very obvious, I guess. Basically we sort of coalesced 
out of 2 bands that were playing in Brisbane in the 
early 2000s. The original band called The Butterfly 
Effect started in school with the drummer and 
guitarist, and the singer and I were playing in another 
band. So through one thing and the next, we ended 
up playing together, I guess due to the close-nit 
Brisbane scene. 
Yeah, there’s about two degrees of separation in 
Brisbane. But I guess it was good that Triple J was 
around to give you a push. 
 
That’s right. They chose the song ‘Take It Away’ to be 
their music song on the month and that was Costa 
Zouliou who put that up for us. That was good.
And that lead to your first studio album was Begins 
Here. How did that come about? 
 
You’re in a band, you play music, you write songs so 
it comes a point where you’ve gotta record it cause 
people wanna hear it... so we recorded it.
Of course, I guess you wanted to push on from 
your EP. And did someone get in contact with you 
guys about producing it, or did you scout around 
yourselves? How exactly did that process work for 
you?
 
Basically in the band we work with the people we 
know the best, I guess. And if someone works put 
pretty well we don’t often change very much. The 
original demos and the EP were recorded by our 
manager at the time, Dave Leonard, cause he was 
running the studio and he also did the first record. 
When it came to mixing we basically contacted 
everyone and sat to see who got back to us
And with your 2nd album, there was more of a change 
from alternative rock to... I guess art rock. Was that 
intentional or was it just the way you progressed as a 
band? 
 
Well I think the most important thing that happened 
was that I didn’t join the band until 2002. By then 
probably 90% of Begins Here was already written by 
then time I joined the band, so that was very much 
the sound of those 3 guys doing their thing cause 
the original bass playing didn’t really contribute very 
THE 
BUTTERFLY 
EFFECT
Kiran
Srinivasan
Butterfly Effect
much. 
When it came to making our second record it was 
the case of four people contributing rather than 
just three. That changed the way the songs were 
structured to a certain extent and I’ve got more of a 
traditional music background, music school and that, 
so it was more of a move to mainstream. This is all 
apart from the fact that everyone just gets older and 
everyone’s tastes change as well.
Well you mentioned influences; did you have any 
major ones that stood out, both individually and as a 
band?
Well I started out listening to bands like ACDC and 
stuff, and I know Kurt does as well. The other buys 
were really in to The Deaftones and Helmet and those 
sort of bands when they were coming up. I liked the 
more alternate, collage rock sort of bands like Weezer 
and Ben Folds Five from the states. We had a few 
common influences like Jeff Buckley and we were 
all in to Rage and Tool. We all sort of stray to 
different areas in terms of music.
And I guess the different influences give 
you more of a unique sound. In hindsight, 
after you naming those sort of bands I can 
see bits of it coming out in your music. I 
guess they sort of crafted the way to Final 
Conversation of Kings. There was a change 
from more a progressive and heavy rock style 
in Begins Here and Imago, but again was that 
intentional? 
 
See a lot of people say that and it’s quite 
interesting because I don’t see it as 
much of a difference between Imago 
and Final Conversation of Kings, I 
think stylistically and sonically it 
is quite similar but a lot of people 
seem to think Imago seems to be 
heavier but there seems to 
be as much riffing going on in Final Conversation 
of Kings. It could just be production style or it could 
just be perception. But yeah, I think there’s very sort 
of metal-esque elements on Final Conversation of 
Kings and I’m not too sure why people don’t think 
so.  I guess to answer your question you don’t really 
make conscious decisions on what is written, you’re 
sort of just given it. It’s like a jigsaw puzzle and you 
don’t know what it is. You just get mailed a piece 
every day and put it together the best way you know 
how and hopefully make a picture out of it and 
not just a garbled mess. So song writing, for us, is 
not a deliberate process at all. If the record sounds 
different its just because...it is different and it’s our 
progression. 
So when you’re in the studio it wasn’t like a “creation” 
thing in the studio, it was more getting down what 
you had? 
 
Well we’re fairly deliberate with everything we do, 
almost to the point of being OCD about it. I’m 
really pushing for more of an open process for 
the next songs that we write. For Imago and Final 
Conversation of Kings everything had been demoed 
to within an inch of its life. The process was.... once 
we hit the studio to make the record we were really 
just try to replicate what we’d done in the demos. 
We spent a lot of time refining everything in the jam 
room before we even demo it. With the last couple of 
sessions we’ve been using Forrester Savell to do 
it and he would refine it further and we’ve 
gotten finally to that point where we hit 
the studio and there’s no more refining 
to do. You can just do the songs. This 
time we’re basically just trying to 
get a lot of demos down 
in the jam room and 
we’re just gonna 
leave it to actual 
studio recording and 
make the 
Semper Floreat. The Green Issue.
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Section Name
Semper wishes to salute Charles ‘Bud’ Tingwell who passed away on May 
15 2009 at 8.15 a.m. in Melbourne. He was 86. 
His contribution to film and television over a long career will not be 
forgotten.
Another budget has rolled out in parliament and average 
Australians are left to sort through 
the information and discover the 
real-world consequences. With 
this in mind Semper Floreat has 
provided an analysis for students.
For many of us, the crisis is a 
slightly removed reality. We don’t 
have mortgages. We don’t have 
school fees (aside from a $4 million 
HECS debt). We don’t have all our 
money in shares.
While youth unemployment 
is likely to elevate in coming 
months, the immediate, tangible 
effects haven’t been too bad for 
most. We live in the isolated 
shelter of higher education where 
theses on Homosexual Anteater 
Quantum Migratory Behaviour 
in Gympie remain viable. It is not 
unreasonable then to think that 
perhaps the crisis will blow over by 
the time we graduate and the status 
quo will more or less return.
However, with this year’s budget 
there is cause for concern. Whilst 
no reasonable experts believe 
Australia should be seeing its 
strongest performance this year, 
the government’s plan to tackle 
the challenges we face is lacklustre 
at best. After giving out $900 for 
people to put under their mattresses, 
Australians thought the Treasury 
would have some effective, rapidly 
implemented plan of action. The 
government talked up their ‘tough’ 
budget and their own courage in 
proposing it.
What we got was a cut on private 
health insurance rebate for 
high income earners, a cut in 
superannuation input for high 
income earners and infrastructure 
projects without business plans. 
I can only imagine the courage it 
took a Labor government to make 
those changes which are going to 
loose it so many votes. Any real 
action of substance was deferred 
until after the next election (which 
could be as soon as next month 
according to them).
Apparently the crisis isn’t enough 
for the government to risk any 
actual political fallout for the good 
of the economy. Instead we see debt 
levels climb by the billions. And 
that is ok. To a point. The point at 
which that generation can pay off 
its own over-indulgence. But the 
budget sent an ominous message; 
as the government looks to run-
down super and the wealthy to pay 
the bills, they are prepared to take 
on debt almost blindly. 
There may come a point when they 
exceed the amount of debt this 
government and the next cannot 
pay off. Debt that will be passed 
to us in our thirties and forties. As 
we enter the peaks of our careers 
we may continue to carry the debt 
of generations past with a small 
workforce and vastly diminished 
government support from the days 
of the baby boomers.
This is by no means a Labor hate 
article, no government would be 
in surplus now. But even students 
must be aware of the decisions this 
government is making about our 
futures and ask yourself if you’re 
okay with that.
The Walrus
Then comes the strange realisation and nostalgia that comes with having 
been graduated for a whole year from high school and in your second year 
of university. You reminisce with all the seasoned maturity of having been 
there, done that, and you snicker at the first year students, wet behind the 
ears, unaware of this new world of university. And you can go back, look-
ing at them, go back into time and remember your own sweet days of high 
school.
High school is the time of not fitting in. The time to be messed up, awkward, 
gawky, socially unstable, worried about your weight/height/hair/ears/breast 
size/how high you wear your pants and all kinds of weird shit.
It’s the time to hyperactively care about your status on the social rung, how 
many friends you have, whether you’ve heard (and liked, no less) the latest 
R ’n’ B song, whether you’re going to get that lofty invite to that sought after 
party, how well you can talk to that (really!) cute guy, how many times you can, 
like, fit the word like into, like, one sentence.
High school is the time to lose your individuality in the attempt to join main-
stream cool “cool”, then find it again after some traumatizing realization in the 
form of betrayal/breakup /party gone wrong, then lose it again in the quest to 
join mainstream “uncool”. Or alternatively, the Alternative.
It’s the time to stress about schoolwork, convince yourself that you did fail the 
essay (and then get a hearty A– on it later), dread walking to school because of 
sweat rings, be late to class, be yelled at, avoid detention in every way possible, 
and talk so much in class that you don’t hear the bell ring.
High school is supposedly, really, the best years of our life. I beg to differ, but I’ll 
still give it three cheers anyway.
Three cheers for falling asleep in class, for buying brandname shoes that cost 
three times more than the more comfortable Pay-Less shoes. Three cheers for 
meeting that (really!) hot guy and finally getting to go out with him, three cheers 
for finding out that he’s an ass, for breaking up with the pathetic bastard. Three 
cheers for the humble broken heart, for gaining weight out of comfort food. Three 
cheers for puberty, for growing your hair long, for back chatting your parents, and 
for realizing your sibling really isn’t all that bad (and has clothes that fit!).
Three cheers for great friends, bad friends, crap friends, fake friends and acquain-
tances.
Three cheers for the immense dirty vocabulary acquired in these years. Three 
cheers for depression, extreme happiness and hormones which dictate emotions.
Three cheers for being a teenager.
Bring on the 20’s, bitch.
Hip Hip Hooray
Carmen Mira
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Art
A mixture of song, symbolism and 
spoken word which pays 
tribute to the lives of a 
gynaecologist, a couple 
of artists, a few wives 
and nine feminists.
A multi-modal performance 
telling the story of some 
Japanese girl whose life 
represents the seasons in front of 
projections that have nothing to 
do with girls or Japan, consisting 
of deeply meaningful interpretive dance to the sound of 
classical music and operatic vocals as performed by an 
over-zealous soprano.
An attempt to replace a sword fight with a 
symbolic chess / rap battle.
A play about birds who are metaphorically 
women who are metaphorically birds who 
are metaphorically trapped in a cage which is 
metaphorically representing their obsessions who 
then metaphorically kill off one of their people 
just that they metaphorically didn’t.
No ladies and gentlemen, your brain did not just melt 
down. What you just experienced was five years in the 
life of an amateur theatre institution that shall remain 
unnamed.  An institution indeed, that appears to be so 
focussed on appearing serious and at the forefront 
of modern art that they’ve forgotten that 
performances actually
need to be enjoyable and understandable. 
Or maybe they’ve just all been smoking 
far too much pot. 
And I’ve put up with it. I’ve played the raging 
feminist, the awkward boyfriend (because 
we are naturally far too advanced to submit 
to gender restrictions),  I’ve dutifully 
sat through hours of productions 
wondering if that lemonade I’d drunk 
earlier had actually been absinthe, 
and auditioned for the part of the schizophrenic 
metaphorical she-bird. 
But when you reach that point in life where you have 
to forego hobbies for full-time uni and part-time 
employment, you start to get a bit desperate and 
emotional. You want audiences to remember you as 
something other than that chick that played the lesbian 
in that weird play, right? And when you get told that 
your final performance is not going to be a musical, as 
promised, but rather The Good Woman of Setzuan, all you 
can do is cry.
Well screw you too God.
For those who quite don’t understand my angst, The 
Good Woman of Setzuan is play written by Bertolt Brecht.  
For those who don’t quite understand Brecht, or more 
importantly, this particular institution’s interpretation of it, 
here is a brief explanation of his two principal techniques:
Alienation: Taking something that’s really good and
making it really crap so that no one can stand 
it, and thus are “alienated” and feel 
no connection to the characters - 
because they suck.
Didactism: Drilling a message 
into the audience in a manner not 
dissimilar to patronising white
bureaucrats who speak to skilled
migrantswith a PhD in biotechnology
like they are a dyslexic, mentally 
challenged and
apparently borderline deaf three year 
old. 
Brilliant, I know.
Well, I have a message for all you alternative types out 
there. And this doesn’t just go to my former director. 
It goes to the human robots I saw walking around the 
Powerhouse, to the people who make me scared of putting 
rubbish in bins for fear it’s actually someone’s ‘masterpiece’ 
and especially – oh dear god, a massive, fluro-lit, giant 
473625 size font, glittering, shining, small carnie in 
sequined drag tap dancing on the billboard singing that 
Greek Eurovision song backwards especially – to the 
physical theatre people out there who think turning the 
Marriage of Figaro into three hours of soft-core porn 
interpretive dance to the Pussycat Dolls is a good idea:
Just because no one understands you doesn’t make you an 
artist.
Don’t get me wrong. I love my limit-pushing theatre as 
much as the next girl. Titus Andronicus with symbolic 
blood in a bucket? Gold. A seven and a half hour reading 
of the Great Gatsby performed in an office space? Brilliant. 
But the important difference is that the fine people of 
QTC and the Elevator Repair Service remember a few key 
things: 1) There is an audience. You might think about 
making sure they enjoy themselves.  2) Yes, you might be 
able to quote the entire Great Gatsby off by heart. That’s 
nice. Just like you might be able to perform really cool 
back flips. But if it’s not going to add to the performance, 
don’t just do it to show off. And the often forgotten 3) 
There is a massive difference between wanting to perform 
art in an abstract way, and performing abstract art for the 
sake of being abstract.
The question I want to ask is what ever happened to good 
old Gilbert and Sullivan? Or even just a play that makes 
sense like Away? Why are these productions good enough 
for the Queensland Theatre Company and Broadway but 
not, it seems, for any amateur theatre out there?
You want to be experimental with abstract art? Go for 
it. I could indeed say that my fine alma mater was at the 
forefront of experiments concerning audience-production 
relations in the field.
The results were not so surprisingly conclusive. No one 
gives a crap about abstract art. 
None of the shows sold out, no one was moved by the 
contemporary dance version of a funeral, and no one 
understood the concept of an oppressed artist hiding 
from the harsh harsh world in her metaphorical bird 
form. Not because the play is too deep, but because
the play does not make sense.
So in conclusion?  Let’s put up the pretence that I haven’t completely wasted your time by leaving everyone with 
this final thought:
If you’re putting being alternative ahead of your audience, 
perhaps it’s time to realise that you’re not an artistic genius 
but a pretentious twat.
But fear not theatre go-ers, you might just catch me hiding 
in a small corner of the next post-modern / post-scene 
/ post-punctuation production distributing emergency 
cyanide capsules in case of metaphorical overload. And I 
won’t be wearing Converse.
                                                                           Laura Palmer
Bertolt Brecht, human robots and  
the Pussycat Dolls
Or why a plays about metaphorical she-birds are a bad idea
Art
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Aside from the unnecessarily abusive way this article was written, I do believe that Sam raises some valid issues. I do, however, believe that people who work in that particukar side of retail have no right to 
complain when compared to those suffering in sales or hospitality.
In our society there is an unfortunate and intrinsic distrust of sales people. It is a real shame, as most 
sales persons are quite friendly and willing to help. Customers should spend more time looking for good 
consultants rather than products themselves. There are a few isoms that can be noted:
When customers are ‘just looking’. Sure, that is fine at places like a bottle-o or a bookstore, but when it - 
comes to cars and electronics, there is very little the customer can ‘look’ at for 30 minutes without the 
aid of as an assistant whose job it is to know everything there is to know about what they are ‘looking’ 
at. 
Conversely, when customers ask questions that can clearly be understood on their own. “Is this a - 
Toyota?”, “Do I need to service it?”, “So the bigger one has a larger screen than the smaller one?”, “If I 
buy one, do I have to pay for it?” 
When customers are rude and demanding. You come here for our service. Sure, we may get paid… - 
but we don’t get paid for you to bark orders and unreasonable requests at us. It just makes us less 
willing to help you. Great plan. 
On the subject of unreasonable requests: discounts. I appreciate it can’t hurt to ask… but pressuring - 
for ‘better deals’ and ‘best prices’ is a bit too far. Having worked in car sales myself, there is often very 
little that we can to in terms of ‘better price’ and walking away because the sales rep didn’t give you a 
discount just means you may be losing out of a good product. At the end of the day, the final price is 
the final price…deal with it. 
FTWs (F**king Time Wasters). By all means, have a gander… but don’t come to the store to complain - 
about the product and talk up a competitor’s product. I have better things to do and more useful 
customers to help and seriously, no one cares.
While I may not agree with a lot that Sam brought up, the idea itself has some weight. Sure, some workers 
may be a little intolerant or a bit lazy… but customers don’t exactly help the situation. Don’t believe me? 
Check out http://www.notalwaysright.com and you’ll see what I mean. 
Sales people aren’t all soulless margin-pushers bent on ripping you off. Most of them don’t care and just want 
to do their job.
Why Customers aren’t 
especially friendly…
A polite and friendly analysis by Andrew 
McLanahan, in response to ‘Why People Suck’. 
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Greenfest promotes the observation that if big 
challenges are best solved together then overcoming 
Climate Change needs us to collaborate from 
business to conservation.  In places all around 
Brisbane all ages and all cultures are already 
meeting in many ways to make the changes they 
can.   Greenfest provides a place and time for those 
wanting to act to come together.     
Aiming to impact behavioural change the festival has 
a very strong cultural program with music, food, film 
and workshops presented on 4 stages over three days.  
All areas are free access for all hours of operation.  
For the full program go to www.greenfest.
com.au, some of the highlights 
to look forward to are: 
 
Greenfest highlights:
•	 Green	Economy	
Hub – more than 50 ‘green’ 
innovators will present and 
run workshops under a big 
top, embracing fresh intellectual 
capital to invent the world we 
hope for  
•	 Tesla	Roadster	–	the	world’s	
fastest, electric car that accelerates 
from 
0–100kph 
in 3.9sec
•	
Hush 
Wind 
Power 
– new 
Australian 
inventor 
of the 
year, 
silent bird 
friendly 
1.5m 
blade 
that 
offers 
1.65 KW 
to residential homes
•	 Eco-Fashion	leader	Summer	Rayne	Oakes:		
global author and leading model for Eco Fashion 
•	 Organic	food	–	and	BBQ	cooking	with	Justin	
North, Australian Chef of the Year 
•	 Timeless	wisdom	–	Aboriginal	story-telling,	
art and culture 
•	 Conservation	–	learn	from	informative	
displays from conservation groups including 
the Koala Foundation, Save the Bilby, Wildlife 
Queensland, Sea Shepherd, the Wilderness Society, 
WWF and many more
•	 Workshops	–	diverse	topics	for	a	diverse	
community including practical recycling with Life 
Line to a comprehensive explanation of the CPRS  
•	 Healthy	Life:	Healthy	Planet	–		local	organic	
food, fitness and fun including yoga, organic 
food, kick boxing, footy skills, interactive art, and 
workshops to help you get healthy
•	 Kids	Zone	–	drumming	workshops,	bungee	
jumping, interactive art, dance and more.
•	 Green	Heart	Zone	–	Brisbane	City	Council’s	
hub of 18 CitySmart exhibitions is a one-stop-shop 
of information and tips for people wanting to adopt 
simple, cheap and effective ways to save energy and 
cut down on carbon emissions
Greenfest is a carbon neutral event that meets 
current best-practice by using minimizing energy 
usage, carbon offsetting, biodegradable consumables, 
low-energy lighting, minimising waste, recycling, 
eco-printing and more.  Greenfest’s full carbon 
neutral strategy can be viewed on the UNEP Climate 
Neutral Network website. 
People coming to Greenfest are encouraged to ‘lose 
the car’ and travel by bus, train or bicycle.   Cycle 
to City are offering free bike parking to the first 450 
cyclists. 
WHAT: Greenfest  
WHERE: City Botanic Gardens, Alice St, Brisbane    
WHEN:       Friday              5 June         12noon to 
10pm (World Environment Day)
                  Saturday          6 June         10am to 10pm 
(Queensland Day)
                  Sunday             7 June         10am to 5pm
 
FREE to all areas all times, for more information to 
plan your World Environment Day at Greenfest, go 
to www.greenfest.com.au
Greenfest
BAND IN
FO OVE
RLEAF
GREEN-
FEST
What’s new in Brisbane that brings the world’s fastest electric car, top eco-fashion model, 
Australia’s hottest musicians, top chef, the Byron Bay 
Film Festival, organic food, WWF and 200 exhibitors 
of new ideas together for a free festival? 
Greenfest! Starting at 12 midday on World 
Environment Day Friday 5th June, City Botanic 
Gardens.  Greenfest offers the opportunity for all UQ 
students and staff to unite against climate change.  
Festival Director, Colman Ridge, said “Come and 
participate in the change of your culture starting at 
midday on Friday 5th June, your presence counts, lets 
unite around the UNEwP call to action to heal our 
planet together!”   
After an indigenous welcome to country and cultural 
show by Nunukul Yuggera at the opening,  three days 
of activity will commence with over 40 speakers, 
50 music acts including Ash Grunwald, Jeff Lang, 
Rachael Brady, Little Scout, Hungry Kids of Hungry 
and many more.   Tame Impala will be the first act 
after opening speeches at 12:00 on Friday 5th June 
followed by The Boat People on the main stage, on 
stage two an indigenous reggae band singing in 
local dialects will rock the gardens and in the big 
top international producer Nick Hart Williams will 
present a range of leadership interviews. 
Many of the gems of Greenfest are grassroots people 
having a go.  Music acts from West End, inventors 
from East Brisbane, artists from Indooroopilly join 
the stage with national acts and speakers.   From a bit 
further away one school band “Glass Towers” from 
Lismore applied successfully and since also got into 
Splendour in the Grass,  see the program opposite for 
their time. 
The festival has 
already received 
international 
attention Achim 
Steiner, Director 
of the UNEP.  
Mr Steiner said 
“When the people 
of Brisbane 
come together at 
Greenfest to share 
their hopes and 
commitments for 
the future, they will 
be joining millions 
of others around the 
globe on World Environment Day.” 
Locally, the Australian Minister 
for the Environment has commended 
Greenfest’s “active pursuit of educating the broader 
community to positive ways they can contribute 
to the unavoidable challenges of climate change.” 
Lord Mayor Campbell Newman said Greenfest was 
about protecting Brisbane’s precious environment. 
“Brisbane is just stunning and we’re lucky to live 
here. This event is about coming together to protect 
the city we love by taking simple and affordable steps 
to sustainability in all areas of our lives.  Council is 
working on helping the city become carbon neutral.  
For Greenfest, we’ve created the ‘Green Heart Zone’, 
which will be filled with ideas for people to save 
money, energy and water.”
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The Communists Strike Back
For all of you calmly, smugly and securely at home in 
your bubble of first-world capitalism, I’ve got news 
for you. The communists are trying to get you, they 
have been doing so for quite a while now and you 
never knew it.
 
Super Mario Brothers, quintessential video game 
of the 80s on the good old Super Nintendo. What 
does Mario represent for you? Good guy fighting for 
justice? Italian plumber trying to save his brother/
girlfriend/kingdom? Try puppet for the communists 
and serving no other purpose than to indoctrinate 
you with Marxist ideals. That’s right, Mario is a 
communist, and he wants you to join him.
 
But how, I hear the masses cry out, how can our dear 
Mario be a mere political tool. He’s just a simple 
Italian plumber. To which I reply, it’s all there, you lot 
are just too stupid to realise it. 
 
So let’s look at what exactly makes Mario communist.
 
Firstly, what colour does Mario predominantly 
wear? Red. What’s the colour of communism? Red. 
What’s the colour of mushrooms, flowers and his 
name? You guessed it, red. So whilst this could 
merely be passed off as a preference on Mario’s 
behalf, coupled with other evidence, it becomes 
irrefutable that the colour is no coincidence.
 
Now let’s look at Bowser at what he 
represents. What crime has 
Bowser actually committed? 
Kidnapping Peach? How do we 
know this wasn’t justified? 
Perhaps Mario was an 
abusive husband. We 
don’t know. We do 
see however, that in 
each world, Bowser, 
King Koopa, or 
more accurately 
one of his 
comrades (a 
lesser duke 
or baron), 
is in charge. This is in every world, so it appears 
that Mario is systematically going through 
overthrowing the popular government. Anyone else 
see the correlations with the Russian Revolution? 
Communists came and executed the Royal Family 
because the communists didn’t like the idea of 
monarchy. What’s Mario doing? Deposing the 
appointed leaders by throwing them in a lake of lava 
in their own castles no less. So not only is Mario an 
abject Bolshevik, but a barbaric one at that. 
 
Lastly, let’s look at some of the most telling evidence 
of all. We see that at the end of each level, Mario 
takes down the Koopa flag, enters the castle and puts 
up his own. Take a look at the flag Mario is taking 
down. Whilst highly pixelated, it is clearly the hippie 
symbol for peace. Look at the flag Mario puts up, a 
red star. Mario is saying down with peace, and up 
with the Red Star - the Red Star being the symbol of 
communist Russia! I’m not making this stuff up, it’s 
all in the game. That said, hyperbole and issues of 
accuracies have never been concerns of mine. 
 
So now that I have alerted you all to this threat, take 
more care with the media you watch, you never know 
where the communists will be next.
Dan Re(a)d
The Communists Strike Back
The near-mythical wonderbeast that is Perth 3-piece Tame Impala 
will rock Greenfest this year.
Late last year the winsome spirits behind Tame Impala, Kevin Parker 
(guitar and vocals), Dominic Simper (bass guitar) and Jay Watson (drums and vocals) 
released their hugely successful debut EP in a fury of psyched-up fuzz and tumbling rock.
From the single Desire Be Desire Go’s charmingly sloppy rhythms and wiggy guitar to Half Full Glass Of Wine’s 
half-speed, double-riffing magic to the new radio stormer & live show favourite Skeleton Tiger. 
With its chiming guitar riff and deep, explorative breakdowns, Skeleton Tiger is a downright spiritual 
experience, leaving the listener in a state of sonic weightlessness. 
It was at Mushroom Publishings writing workshop that that TZU beatsmith 
Countbounce and Australian bluesman Ash Grunwald first formally met. The two 
had been admirers of each other’s work - but exchanging greetings backstage at 
festivals was as much as their paths had crossed. 
The two performers clicked instantly and one year later, produced Grunwald’s 
career highlight “Fish Out Of Water” – a genre-defying record that is set to 
take the Australian bluesman to the next level. The thrilling hybrid of styles 
captured on the album will delight fans of quality Australian music, and 
cement Grunwald’s growing status as one of our most talented and exciting 
performers, his reputation has been building over the past four albums and countless 
shows on the road, and along with sporting this years Greenfest, is now spreading globally. 
Rachael Brady has been described as one of the city’s “best kept secrets” (Time Off Magazine).  Anonymous 
though she may still be, her hard-line but delicate folk songs have been captivating fans across the globe since 
the release of her debut album “Peace by Peace” in 2006 which she independently recorded (and released) 
with producer/engineer Paul Bromley at the helm, bass player for award winning Australian bands george and 
The Beautiful Girls.
 
Rachael has been regularly featured on Triple J Unearthed and touted as an artist to watch. Late 2007 saw the 
offer of a mercifully short lived record deal with which came the realization that she wanted to create her own 
label in the tradition of fellow independents Ani DiFranco and John Butler among others. So, in January 2008, 
she and her husband established “Motherwort Music”.  
 
“My mother says that when I was a toddler, she found me curled up asleep at a gathering on the lounge room 
floor by the speakers with the music blaring. Another time, when I was around 2, she got halfway down 
the road with me after leaving a music store before she realized I had a record under my arm for which she 
hadn’t paid. She was too embarrassed to take it back and she doesn’t recall what album it was. I didn’t grow 
up making music or learning a specific instrument but I suppose you could say there was something in it that 
wooed me from the start.” 
 
The uninitiated can only look forward to the promise of her relative obscurity becoming a thing of the past. 
GREENFEST
CONTINIUED
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if this is a ride, i want someone to press the emergency button so that the ride stops 
while the carriage is upside down on the loop de loop. 
because everything looks different upside down.
frowns look like smiles.
smiles look like frowns.
the sky looks like you could go for a stroll in it.
the grass looks like you could go for a fly in it.
and just when your head begins to buzz because all the blood is rushing to it
you wonder why lack of it is making your feet feel chilly.
and the fat man in the seat next to you who screamed like a little girl on the
downward track of this ride
has passed out because his chin fat is smothering him
and the little girl in the seat behind you who laughed like a fat man being tickled
is hanging by her fingertips because she took a big breath when the automatic
seat belt was raised at the start of this ride
and she doesn’t know whether to think this is fun or scary
and just when you wonder if things could look anymore different...
someone starts the ride again
and away you go.
the fat man wakes up
the little girl flops back into her seat
and frowns become frowns
and smiles become smiles
you feel dizzy because this is life and the blood’s rushing away from your head 
and you wonder
if anything ever looks different at all.
regardless of who planned to press the emergency button precisely at the moment
when you decided you needed
to see things from a different point of view.
Carmen Mira
Poetry
The UniversiTy of Wayne
JUsT look Where an arTs degree Will Take yoU. 
recession
Law:
Top tier law firm – Years of 
soul destroying work filing, 
hyperlinking and coffee making. 
Make partner and promptly have 
a breakdown/career change/kill 
yourself.
Public service – Spend two and 
half days realising you don’t have 
to work for your money. Watch 
as your brain slowly atrophies.
Journalism – Work 
to dealines for little 
pay, no job security 
and constantly 
compromise your 
artistic integrity. 
But always get the 
job ahead of the 
next degree.
Journalism:
Author – Write 
your masterpiece 
manuscript at 
night while you write English 
textbooks and pop fiction for 
money.
Arts:
Academia – Become a hermit to 
capitalism and take sabbatical in 
Costa Rica to make up for your 
nonexistent salary.
McDonalds – Would you like 
fries with that?
Centrelink – Opposite side of 
the counter to the depressed law 
students.
Engineering:
Corporate – Spend you time 
talking about projected growth 
and efficiencies, hoping someone 
will one day ask you to calculate 
the centroid of the conference 
table.
Civil – Pretend to enjoy desiging 
environmentally sound traffic 
islands when you secretly want 
to build a new Burmese railway.
Mechanical – Take six years 
to design a marginally more 
efficient crank shaft for a four 
cylinder Toyota engine. Have the 
engine subsequently taken out of 
production.
Medicine:
Medicine – You have no choice.
Science:
Academia – See arts.
Private sector- Get paid six 
times as much for things half as 
difficult at universities.
Evil Genius – Design a ray gun 
of some type (tractor beam, 
freeze-beam, very-slight-
irritation-beam) and 
hold the world to 
ransom.
Commerce:
Accouting - Join a 
firm and manage other 
people’s money without 
having much of your 
own. Make partner 
and promptly have 
a breakdown/career 
change/kill yourself.
Entrepreneur - Start a 
business selling  a revolutionary 
new sunglasses’ case with a plan 
to go global within two years. 
Retire humbly 40 years later 
from the same small shop.
Human Movements:
P.E. teacher - Become 
increasingly enraged as the roids 
of your youth catch up with you.
Advice
Prospective Career Paths
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Interview by Caitlin Holding 
Running to the bus stop is hard enough 
on a cold winter’s morning… but 
what about running from Brisbane 
to Longreach? That’s over 1200km 
of highways, dirt roads and freezing 
temperatures, but it’s not going to stop 
Monty and his team of 13 mates as 
they run from Brisbane to Longreach 
over the mid-year break in an 
extraordinary bid to raise much needed 
funds for the Leukaemia Foundation 
and AEIOU.  Second year UQ student, 
Monty Summers, is organising this 
extraordinary event, and Caitlin 
Holding caught up with Monty for the 
inside scoop. 
What made you decide to organise 
this charity run? 
I’ve always loved running. I love the 
achievements I get out of running and 
I love being able to push myself to the 
boundaries. So much so that I clearly 
remember the first question I asked 
the doctor when I was diagnosed in 
hospital was, “Where’s the gym?” 
because I believed I would be out 
there running again soon. So I created 
this run, not only for the fact that I 
love to run, but because I want to help 
people - so I’ve combined those two 
ideas. A friend of mine suggested a 
run from Brisbane to Longreach, then 
I chose the Leukaemia foundation 
and AEIOU (Children with Autism) 
and started brainstorming.  
Why did you choose those charities? 
When I was first diagnosed 
with leukaemia, the Leukaemia 
Foundation was there to help with 
initial costs like accommodation 
and travel, but also counselling and 
support for my family. My doctor is 
the chairman of AEIOU, and his son 
is autistic, so I really just wanted to 
give back to those who helped me so 
much. 
What was your reaction when 
you were first diagnosed with 
Leukaemia? 
When I was diagnosed, I was 
ignorant. I knew what cancer was, but 
when they said it was ‘Leukaemia’, I 
didn’t know what it was, I thought it 
might have been a bad flu… bastards! 
(laughs). My brother and mum 
started to cry, I just said ‘bugger’. 
What have you learnt from your 
experience with illness? 
I think the major things I have learnt 
is a great appreciation for family and 
friends, and what they can do when 
you really need them. I know how 
much I really love my family, and how 
much they love me, and that you need 
to have a positive outlook on pretty 
much everything. In life you will 
always be hit with something, and if 
you can’t see the good in all situations 
you will end up a wreck. I learnt to 
find the good in the bad. 
And some of that good is obviously 
the passion to organise a run like 
this, how hard was it for you as 
a uni student to organise all this 
independently? 
As a young fella, it was pretty hard to 
get people to take me seriously. I’m 
obviously an amateur at organising 
By Endurance We Conquer
By Endurance We Conquer
something like this, so I’ve had 
plenty of problems.  It was hard to 
cut through the red tape, especially 
getting permits and liability. The 
police permit was really difficult. 
We had to start in 2007 and we only 
received it half way through 2008, and 
there were lots of conditions on it, like 
which roads we can travel on. 
How will this run work, what’s your 
schedule for reaching Longreach? 
The run will start on the 14th of July 
2009, and will begin in Brisbane 
and it will take us 13 days to get 
to Longreach. We’ll be stopping 
in a different town each night and 
hopefully creating some community 
support along the way. The title for 
this run is ‘City to Longreach. 1200 
kilometers. 14 mates. 13 towns. One 
reason’. 
Tell us more about that one reason. 
Well, that one reason is pretty much 
to help out the charities. I really 
believe in helping out those who’ve 
helped you. They took the time 
and initiative to help me when they 
didn’t know me, so I feel it’s my 
responsibility to try and look after 
them.  
What are your goals of this run? 
Well our financial goal is to raise 
$100, 000, but anything over that 
would be amazing. Mostly though, 
I want to show there is a life after 
chemo, and you just have to try and 
get back to normality and do what 
you love.  
How can students help you and this 
cause?
There is the obvious fact of financial 
support, and donations can be given 
through our website or made at 
Cromwell College. But really I just 
want people to know about it, tell 
your friends and family and become 
aware of the story, the cause and 
the event. Lastly, if you feel like it, 
pull on some shoes, come round to 
Cromwell and come for a run with 
me, so at least I’ll know I’ll make it to 
Longreach.  
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Upcoming Artists Upcoming ArtistsLady of the Sunshine
If you’re a fan of Angus and Julia Stone... or if you’re like me 
and really only like Angus, you’ll love his side-project ‘Lady of 
the Sunshine’. The album Smoking Gun is a mixture of 90s rock 
and folk rock that makes you question whether this is really 
Angus Stone... until you hear his sensual, melodic tone wasp 
over the driving bass and guitar. The album was recorded inside 
a water tank in North Queensland, and put together in about six 
weeks with the aid of Goyinda Doyle (Finn). Angus has given 
each song its own style and it certainly brings a uniqueness to 
the project.  I strongly recommend picking up this album (the 
album artwork is done by Angus and a friend Caroline). Check 
out the tracks ‘Silver Revolver’, ‘Jack Nimble’ and the signature 
tune ‘White Rose Parade’ Tara Simmons
Tipped by Dom Allesio last issue, the amazingly talented and 
charismatic ‘Tara Simmons’ has slowly gained popularity 
on the indie scene. Her chiming melodies and super-happy 
style, backed up by her incredible power and range make her 
one of those rare artists who...well... can actually sing. Her 
EPs Pendulum and All The Amendments, and her new (and 
absolutely brilliant) album Spilt Milk optimise the use of her 
3-part cello arrangement, electronic distortion and kitchen 
utensils to produce an odyssey of pure eclecticism. The 
signature tune, featured on Triple J, titled ‘When you say that 
I don’t care about you’, in my opinion is greatly 
outshined by the first track ‘We Are’ If you’re 
a fan of Kate Miller-Heidke but enjoy sanity ad 
less whining, grab a copy of Spilt Milk.
Klub Kids
If you’re an electro fan but are irritated by MOS and crappy DJs at 
The Met / Mono pumping exaggerated breaks and unnecessarily 
long drops… you will love Klub Kids. Produced from Germany, 
this new album is mixed by Kid Kenobi (with a surprising lack of 
brass) and features a lot of remix’s of 2009 electro songs, as well as 
some originals.    
   Kiran Srinvasan
FreebiesGiveaways
In true Semper form we have a multitude of free crap to giveaway to our devoted readers. It’s our way of saying thanks for not picking it up outside the Refec, reading the horoscopes and throwing it in the lakes before getting on the bus.
First: Klub Kids.  To celebrate the Kid Kenobi tour, the Kids have been generous enough (by which I mean…I hassled them) to offer 3 copies of the double disk CD. Electro/pingers fans, now is your chance to nab a pre-release and brag before it hits shelves on the 5th of June. 
Next: Bluejuice. 
	 You	may	recall	we	gave	the	guys	an	interview	in	our	first	issue.	As	a	follow-up,	they	have	offered us 3 X double-passes to their show on Friday the 12th of June at The Zoo. The show, supported by Philadelphia Grand Jury, will be off the hook if it’s even a bit as charismatic as their Big O show.
Finally: The Butterfly Effect.  The boys are hitting their home town on July 10th , selling out The Tivoli along with (also local boys) Dead Letter Circus. We have an album/double-pass package for one lucky reader and 4 runner-up albums to give away. Get in quick: there are a lot of people who like free stuff!
What to do:Read this ‘what to do’ section. Don’t jump the gun or you’ll failboat.1. E-mail us at 2. semper.union@uq.edu.au with ‘Free Stuff’ in the subject lineSpecify what giveaway you are responding to. Only 1 prize per e-mail. 3. Your email must have the word ‘shuttlecock’ in it somewhere. No real 4. reason, we just think it’s a funny word.If you provide us with some content for our next issue, we may even 5. be able to sweeten the deal ;)
Semper Floreat. The Green Issue.26 The Green Issue. Semper Floreat. 27
Kiddy Porn
Isn’t it an unfortunate represen-
tation of our former generation 
that when looking at the societal 
schoolyard playground, it is often 
Commonsense and Rationality sit-
ting alone eating sand while being 
taunted and jeered by the louder, 
more dominant aspects of society. 
..
A debate that has raged for the 
greater part of our generation is 
the position of modern art in our 
society. A recent issue involving 
potential child pornography has 
brought this to light once again. I 
am, of course, referring to the con-
troversy over Bill Henson’s most 
recent work involving (but not lim-
ited to) naked 12 and 13-year-old 
children.
There have been many mixed re-
views on the subject. Prime Minis-
ter Kevin Rudd described them as 
“revolting” and an intrusion on the 
children’s childhood. Many believe 
firmly that images of naked chil-
dren are nothing more than por-
nography, regardless of the con-
text. And then there are those who 
believe that you cannot control 
the way that individuals respond 
to work and boundaries must be 
pushed in order to achieve the op-
timum effect.
In regards to the Henson situation, 
David Marr (Australian journalist, 
public commentator and author of 
such books as Patrick White: A life, 
Dark Victory and Quarterly Essay) 
prepared and published ‘The Hen-
son Case’: a less-than-unbiased 
review of the case and the various 
sides to the argument. Marr es-
sentially gave the 2-finger salute 
(fittingly the name of the final 
chapter) to anyone against Hen-
son, and proceeds to attack (albeit 
successfully) anyone and anything 
that is even the slightest bit against 
him. And this cunning, manipula-
tive bastard seems to have me con-
vinced.
The battle here is ‘Art vs. Pornog-
raphy’, which stems from the on-
going war between Artists and 
Society. Here begins another intri-
cate and thoughtful debate about 
art, children and the lurking perils 
of the modern world. It is human 
nature to avoid what is uncom-
fortable, like a statistics lecture or 
the speed limit. You can, however, 
argue that such debate is healthy; 
that it gives us the ability to make 
impassioned discussion and work 
through issues as a society. One 
‘left-of-centre’ commenter re-
marks: “ Through art, catharsis is 
possible for each of us individually. 
Through the debate that art pro-
vokes, a transformative journey is 
possible for society as a whole—but 
only if we allow it to occur.” Yeah... 
give me a call when life becomes 
that straightforward.
And yet when it comes to our “na-
tional representative”, who seemed 
so bold as to voice his personal 
opinion upon a highly impres-
sionable nation, Kevin Rudd, in 
response to the artwork, could 
merely splutter the words ‘revolt-
ing’ over and over, in much the 
same... nay, exactly the same way 
he described the Bali bombing 
of 2005, child abuse in aboriginal 
communities and Therese’s thighs. 
Yet again, we experience protective 
morality for morality’s sake. Joelle 
Baudet said to David Marr that 
she posed naked for Henson at 24, 
and it “never crossed [her] mind 
that what [she] was doing was por-
nographic.” Most of us DO abhor 
child pornography, but to take the 
artful and creative and associate it 
with such crassness is as ignorant 
and uninformed as saying a Juliette 
of the Spirits pizza should have 
ham instead of prosciutto. And 
in a society dominated by zealots 
unable to distinguish nudity from 
sexuality, who can blame Kaptain 
Krudd for siding with the popular 
vote? Oh, right: sensible people.
And sure, some messed-up dude in 
aviators and a beige trench coat may 
get jollies in his jocks over them, 
but do we really have the ability to 
control that? School uniforms may 
well titillate some impressionable 
minds but you wouldn’t ban uni-
forms, would you? Perhaps it could 
be because I’m a post-teengage 
idealist who believes in striving for 
an inherently unreachable utopian 
society, but I think that art is there 
to blur the lines and borders of 
society. Art, music, literature, pic-
tures: these things have a profound 
humanity. They cause you to reflect 
upon your own morality and mor-
tality. But again, it is human nature 
to avoid what is uncomfortable. 
There’s always going to be some 
sick freak saluting a K-Mart cata-
logue. What matters is the impact 
the art has. 
I reiterate, the purpose of art is to 
push boundaries and challenge 
what is comfortable and accepted. 
There’s an intrinsic fear of naked-
ness in our society. It’s instinctual, 
the forces of modesty. Malcolm 
Turnbull (leader of the opposi-
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tion, former lawyer, entrepreneur 
and connoisseur of fine art) com-
mented that while it is important 
that artists and writers be able to 
express themselves, staying within 
the law is still required. In this situ-
ation one just needs to carefully 
consider what is ‘challenging’ and 
what is ‘offensive’. But let’s not get 
in to a debate over what qualifies as 
offensive...
Perhaps the real issue both sup-
porters and opposers are con-
cerned with is how the girl’s family 
could consent to her naked body 
being publicly displayed. In the 
spirit of the freedom that we Gen 
Ys (or whatever the hell they want 
to call us) are at liberty to abuse, 
who gives a toss? How or why is 
entirely irrelevant ... it was their de-
cision and all parties involved con-
sented. Some argue that consent is 
irrelevant when it comes to the law 
but again, can art/artists really be 
persecuted on interpretation and 
opinion?
And the fact that the police and 
the Labor government chose to 
take it public simply turned what 
could have been a minor situation 
in to a public scandal. While they 
argue that this work (and I have 
really not sold how truly excellent 
these photos are) has ‘ruined her 
innocence’ and ‘corrupted her life 
forever’, yet hasn’t the public na-
ture of the affair done exactly this? 
Journos are fighting to discover her 
true identify and Henson couldn’t 
walk the streets safely without be-
ing confronted. High fives for more 
government hypocrisy! ...Anyone?
So it seems despite them eating 
sand and hitting each other with 
rocks, Commonsense and Ratio-
nality have grown up to become 
intelligent and productive mem-
bers of society, and are now proud-
ly joining Marr in the two-finger 
salute. The Henson case, however, 
raised a lot of issues in regards to 
our society. While the obvious and 
simplest solution (deduced from 
my plethora of life experience) is 
the complete mental (and possibly 
physical) sanitisation of the entire 
human race... it is unfortunate that 
no generation will consider sacri-
ficing itself for the greater good. 
We need to take a serious look at 
the moronic manner in which we 
approach morally grey areas. And 
stop driving muscle cars1. 
In regards to Henson? Let him do 
his thing. If we begin to force art to 
be approved, then how are we any 
better than North Korea? Boundar-
ies need to be pushed or life would 
be dead boring. And just look at 
how incredible the human figure 
is. It is so dynamic and epitomis-
es visual life and culture. To NOT 
photograph it would be an utter 
waste.
Make your life easier and stick with 
4chan.
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Campus
By Michael Douglas, NAAUC President, of the 
University of Western Australia.
When I speak to my uni mates about living on-cam-
pus; the events, the support, the sport, the nightly 
Halo LAN parties; the standard response is jealousy, 
diluted with a certain vagueness about exactly what it 
means. This is understandable -‘college kids’ infa-
mously stick to themselves and their own events. 
Why is that? More often than not, the reason is that 
there is too much good stuff going on in college…
The National Association of Australian University 
Colleges Incorporated (‘NAAUC’) is the peak repre-
sentative body for tertiary students living on campus. 
We are a student-run, not-for-profit association that 
focuses on building leadership amongst students 
in colleges, halls, houses and villages. As a national 
representative body, we make a conscious effort 
to distinguish ourselves from other student repre-
sentative organizations by remaining substantially 
apolitical; instead, we focus on giving our members 
advice, networking opportunities, access to resources 
and professional development generally. When we 
do ‘take a stance’ on a political issue, it is regarding 
the direct interests of students living on campus; for 
example, application of the Residential Tenancies 
Act 1994 (Qld) to colleges in Queensland, or mak-
ing submissions for tax reform for not-for-profit, 
student-run incorporated associations (Victoria). The 
NAAUC Executive makes a big effort not to alienate 
its members, who represent young people from either 
end of the political spectrum: people from broad 
socioeconomic backgrounds, from the city, from 
regional Australia and from overseas.
NAAUC aims to ‘lead in the development of colleges 
and halls’. Recognising that our membership extends 
to over 40 000 people, we don’t presume to think 
we as an Association can speak directly to everyone 
living on campus. Instead we aim to speak to a few 
from everywhere: the eager freshers, the seasoned 
Presidents, the Van Wilders, the passionate ‘Resident 
Advisors’, the grumpy emo longing for change. By 
positively influencing these people, they can go away 
and influence the people in their communities. We’ll 
give them the skills, the inspiration and the ideas that 
make ‘staying on campus’ the best way to possibly go 
to university.
The primary way we achieve our objects is through 
our Annual NAAUC Conference. In 2009 we are 
Living on Campus:
it is Awesome. 
NAAUC Helps.
Living
pleased to host our 41st Annual Conference, to be 
held at St Andrew’s College, University of Sydney, 
Sunday 4th July – Saturday 11th July 2009.
The 2009 Conference program is geared to provoke 
student leaders and to expose them to a diverse 
range of college perspectives. As always, it features 
a fantastic line up of key note speakers (including 
Nick Farr-Jones and Chris Taylor of The Chaser); 
discussion groups, where delegates can share ideas 
and solutions; workshops, on topics such as ‘Starting 
a Student Club’, ‘Mental Health’ and ‘Incorporation’ 
and professional development seminars - presenta-
tions on a variety of topics including event manage-
ment, strategic planning and pastoral care. Outside 
of the academic program, our social program is not 
only fun, but acts as an example of how events should 
be run. Every night is awesome. The program fea-
tures a community service initiative (coinciding with 
NAIDOC week), a four-course-Scottish-flaming-hag-
gis Formal Dinner, Parliamentary Debating (in NSW 
State Parliament) and a ‘Global Dinner’, amongst oth-
ers. The week will finish with our Annual NAAUC 
Ball, to be held at Sydney Opera House!
Although the 2009 Conference is aimed at students 
living on campus, the content is directly applicable 
to student leaders generally. If you’ve ever wondered 
why the ‘college kids’ just stick to their own events, or 
how they get so many people to their parties, come 
find out! In particular, we would love to host anyone 
from a student union, a student guild or a student 
association: event coordinators, publications officers, 
pastoral carers, bureaucrats… we’d love to have you!
For more information on NAAUC and the 2009 An-
nual NAAUC Conference, ‘Uniting Today, Empower-
ing Tomorrow!’ at St Andrew’s College, University of 
Sydney, check out our website: www.naauc.edu.au. 
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Aries
As exams approach 
do not stress. Skip 
study and pull a 
sicky on your hardest 
exam. UQ health 
give out medical 
certificate like 
confetti. Supps are 
always easier.
Sheep: 3
Leo
As Jupiter moves to 
align with Neptune 
you will experience 
a weaker bladder. 
Remember to visit 
the restrooms often 
or carry an empty 
waterbottle.
Lion: 7
Cancer
As Mars burns 
brighter this 
month, you will be 
vulnerable to Swine 
Flu. Avoid contact 
wih pigs or random 
Mexicans.
Crab: 6
Gemini
As Earth inches closer 
towards exploding 
in the Sun, life will 
become more difficult 
for you. Then again, 
it will also become 
difficult for the other 
star signs.
Twins: 10^2
Taurus
Something dark 
and ominous is 
approaching in 
coming days. 
Prolonged pain will 
ensue. Try not to 
dwell on it.
Bull: 4
Sagittarius
Centaurs are really 
awesome. You 
should breed with 
a unicorn to make 
super-imaginary-
cross-breed pieces of 
amazing
Centaur: 5 + 3i 
Capricorn
Your astrological 
figure is truly 
ridiculous. For this 
reason no predictions 
shall be made on 
your invariably 
pathetic future.
Seagoat: WTF
Aquarius
Nobody is really sure 
what the Age of 
Aquarius is but it has 
definately finshed 
dawning. Get over 
yourself and go for a 
power-walk.
Water pourer: 2
Scorpio
Violent meteor 
showers are more 
likely this month. 
Consider carrying an 
umbrella.
Scorpion: -3
Libra
You may have an 
encounter with a 
Jehovah’s Witness 
this month, get rid of 
them by asking for a 
blood transfusion. Or 
logic.
Scales: inedible
Virgo
The kleenex puppy 
has tripped out on 
the sedatives he is 
fed and has been 
systematically killing 
off Capricorns. 
Keep an eye out for 
unexplained rolls of 
toilet paper.
Goddess: 1.6
Pisces
Astrologically you 
normally suck but 
with global warming 
and rising sea levels, 
the world will soon 
be your oyster. Mmm, 
mixed metaphor.
Fish: 5.5
Horoscopes
Resident Psychic
The tastiness of each star sign is rated at the bottom of the prediction.
Interesting and Useless 
Facts
Here are some things that you probably didn’t know about the world that you 
live in.
Men’s shirts have the buttons on the right, but women’s shirts have the •	
buttons on the left.
Every time you sneeze, some of your brain cells die.•	
German Shepherds bite humans more than any other breed of dog.•	
Banging your head against a wall repeatedly burns 150 calories an hour.•	
In 1987, American Airlines saved $40,000 by eliminating 1 olive from •	
each salad served in first-class.
On average, 100 people choke to death on ball-point pens every year.•	
No word in the English language rhymes with ‘month’.•	
Right-handed people live, on average, nine years longer than left-handed •	
people do.
Only one UQ lecturer thinks that when students laugh in class, it is be-•	
cause they have told a funny joke. 
Birds cannot go into outer space, because they use gravity to assist them in •	
swallowing. As such, in a non-gravity environment they’d quickly choke 
and die.
An apple, onion, and potato all have the same taste. The differences in •	
flavour are caused by their smell. To prove this - pinch your nose and take 
a bite from each. They will all taste sweet.
Table salt is the only commodity that hasn’t risen dramatically in price in •	
the last 150 years.
In Alabama, it is illegal to wear a fake moustache that causes laughter in •	
church. 
If a statue in the park of a person on a horse has both front legs in the air, •	
the person died in battle; if the horse has one front leg in the air, the per-
son died as a result of wounds received in battle; if the horse has all four 
legs on the ground, the person died of natural cause.
Most toilets flush in E flat.•	
Between 25% and 33% of the population sneeze when they are exposed to •	
light.
Leonardo da Vinci could write with one hand and draw with the other at •	
the same time.
The Bible is the most shoplifted book in America.•	
The only nation whose name begins with an “A”, but doesn’t end in an “A” •	
is Afghanistan.
A group of twelve or more cows is called a flink.•	
A two hour motion picture uses about 3300 metres of film, excluding •	
previews and commercials.
You have proably realised by now Semper cannot guarantee the authenicity of 
all these facts but we do wish many of them are real.
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